PEACE AND RECONCILIATION
insult and abuse in which all classes of the civil population
heartily joined began around all uniformed men, the half-pay
officers, and especially those who had already been disarmed
and turned adrift and had no means of support. The roads
and countryside became infested with desperate, starving
footpads who had lately grappled with the French Guard and
shed their blood for King and country. The days of Robin
Hood returned, and what was left of the English cavalry was
largely occupied in hunting down their old comrades-in-arms
now driven into outlawry. The gibbet and the lash were
meted out with ruthless vigour on all who fell into the
clutches of the law. Such was the process of demobilization
in the seventeenth century.
A new and in many ways a singularly modern figure whom
every one nowadays can understand had appeared in the
House of Commons.1 Robert Harley was born and bred in a
Puritan family and atmosphere a Whig and a Dissenter. He
was educated for the Bar, though never called to it. Elected
for the borough of New Radnor in 1690, he speedily became
a master of Parliamentary tactics and procedure. He under-
stood, we are assured, the art of 'lengthening out' the
debates, of * perplexing * the issues, and of taking up and
exploiting popular cries. In the process of opposing the
Court he gradually transformed himself from Whig to Tory
and from Dissenter to High Churchman, so that eventually
he became the chief of the Tories both in Church and State.
Already in 1698 he had become virtually their leader in the
House of Commons. He it was who conducted the reckless
movement for the reduction of the armed forces. He it
was who sought to rival the Bank of England with the
Land Bank. But although his speeches gave entke satis-
faction to the vain crowd he led, he himself took longer
views and dreamed of a day when he would play the game
of politics on a stage more brightly lit than Westminster.
He appealed to moderate opinion even when heading the
attack. He kept in touch with the Whigs, while delighting
the Tories. He made the Court feel that, though he was
1 Cf. E. S. Roscoe, Rabert Barley (1902) ; Bumet, iv, 197.
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